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Buying online is fast becoming a trend,
even more so at Christmas. Online shop-
ping is convenient and often involves
some form of transaction through credit
cards, not always the safest and secure way
to spend money, because not everyone is
in a festive mood.
There are hackers out there hoping to
steal your credit card data and that could
mean running up you card, and your debt,
which your bank may hold you responsi-
ble for, depending on the relationship you
have with your creditors.
“If it’s too good to be true, then it isn’t
true,” said Terry Cutler, a Certified Ethical
Hacker and chief technology officer of
Digital Locksmiths, a Montreal-based In-
ternet security firm.
“A lot of times what will happen is a
scammer will clone an existing website,
change a few things around, offer a ‘wow’
deal, and when you use your credit card
they have now have all your information.”
Cutler says that scammers use Phishing
scams, attracting you to an item and when
you click on it, directing you to another
site. If you buy a product from that “fake”
site, you’re a gonner. 
The biggest consumer fear is being
tricked into disclosing confidential infor-
mation, either over the phone or online.
Canadians spent more than $15 billion

online last year, up from $12.8 billion in
2007, according to a 2011 Statistics
Canada report. What’s more, 52 percent
of Canadians went online to “window
shop,” a rise from 43 percent in 2007.
But while the vast majority (84 percent)
of online shoppers paid directly over the
Internet for some or all of their purchases,
nearly half of all Canadians, whether or not
they shopped online, reported being very
concerned about online credit card use. 
“I recommend not using your actual
credit card,” says Cutler. “Go to your bank
and pick up a credit card with a $500 limit.
If you get hacked using this credit card the
scammer can only go to that amount be-
fore alarms are being set off.”
Cutler follows his own advice and car-
ries a low-limit credit card.
“Another thing to watch out for is when
you get a message asking you for your
bank number or credit card,” he says. “No
bank or credit card will ask you for this in-
formation, and if you get that message you
should be wary.”
If you think you have been scammed,
contact the police and report the fraud to
the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre by going
to their website or by calling 1-888-495-
8501. You should also report the crime to
the online shopping website you dealt with.
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/scams-
fraudes/shop-magasinage-eng.htm
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Watch for scammers while
you shop online
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Do you have a little home? Whether it
be an apartment, a small house or even
a room that you are renting, there are
several quick tips to make any room feel
Christmassy. 
There are a few low budget tips on
how to make your home feel festive
without breaking the bank. A good sug-
gestion is to focus on the room that peo-
ple spend the most time in when they
visit you, such as the living room or
kitchen.
A quick solution to making a room
feel in season are tinsel garlands that
cost very little and can be found in
many stores over the holiday season. 
If you are feeling thrifty or even look-
ing for a Christmas Craft, you could al-
ways make your own garland. If you
have saved any Christmas cards from
the past years you could make a clothes-
line and hang the old cards on the line
and add to it as you receive new cards.
The card clothesline also gives you that
country home feel and can make almost
any room feel inviting.
Another garland solution is popcorn.
All you need is a needle and thread and
after making some popcorn (preferably
without butter) you can string it to-

gether. If you can get your hands on
some dried cranberries, they add a touch
of colour and look very pretty with the
popcorn.
Another fast and cheap solution is to
use any blankets or tablecloths you
might already have that are red, green,
plaid or checkered. You can use them on
your table or to cover up your couch and
make a big bright blast of Christmas
colour.
Another suggestion is if you cannot
afford it or do not have the space for a
tree to decorate, you can always take
you favourite Christmas tree ornaments
and place them in a glass vase. This way
you can see them and it makes a beau-
tiful centerpiece to a room.
Another simple suggestion is to go to
purchase a book of multi-color construc-
tion paper. Using just scissors, glue, tape
or staples and some markers or pens,
you can make your home feel very dec-
orative.
You can cut out snowflakes and tape
them to your window. You can make a
garland by stapling small hoops of con-
struction paper together. You could also
make your own Christmas signs or even
wreaths.
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A quick how-to on making
a small home festive


